
From federal and state mandates to individual department checklists, pedestrians, bicycles and transit are receiving 

greater consideration, and not just in studies specific to these modes, but in a wide range of transportation-related 

studies.  Recent transportation policy shifts include Federal transportation funding legislation that continues to 

increase allocations for pedestrians and bicycles and State policies and local policies:

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), the most 

recent Federal transportation funding law, funds safe Route to School Programs at $612 Million through 2009. 

Caltrans has adopted Deputy Directive 64 that says that: The Department fully considers the needs of non-

motorized travelers (including pedestrian bicyclists and persons with disabilities) in all programming, planning, 

maintenance, construction, operations and project development activities and products. According to the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), motor vehicles are responsible for two-thirds of the Carbon Monoxide 

in the atmosphere, and over half of the Carbon Dioxide, the emission chiefly responsible for global warming. 

U.S. DOT has produced a policy statement on “Integrating Bicycling and Walking into Transportation Infrastructure.”  

Fehr & Peers has long practiced comprehensive planning addressing all modes of transportation. We were the lead 

transportation firm on the first neo-traditional development in the western U.S.; developed some of the first and best 

bicycle plans starting in the early 1990’s and are now on the leading edge of new movements related to pedestrian 

planning. The City of Sacramento Pedestrian Master Plan represents that state of the practice in pedestrian planning 

and was awarded the Project of the Year Award in 2006 by the Sacramento Area Council of Governments.
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Multimodal Assessments

Other Fehr & Peers efforts to assure that all modes are adequately addressed are:

Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Routine Accommodations Checklist - When adopted, it will 

be regional policy that pedestrians and bicycles are considered in all projects that wish to receive funding 

through MTC. 

Sacramento Pedestrian Smart Growth Score Card - This tool provides a basis to assess an individual development 

proposal’s degree of pedestrian/transit orientation. 

AC Transit Development Impact Guidelines - This set of guidelines outlines a series of analyses that should 

be conducted for new developments that identify: transit availability, analyses to assesses the impacts of the 

project on transit service and the degree to which the project is transit-oriented. 

Petaluma Multi-Modal Impact Fee Program - This fee program identifies bicycle, pedestrian and transit facilities 

as community-benefits, similar to parks and open space, establishes community standards and establishes 

fees for new development to assure that they will provide these facilities. 
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Who needs this?

Local and Regional Jurisdictions 
Jurisdictions with an interest in understanding how their transportation investment and development approval 
decisions affect overall mobility and safety of people.

How is it better than what I already have?

For jurisdictions interested in encouraging pedestrian, bicycle and transit travel, it represents a way to measure 
and implement policy objectives such as “transit first,” and transit-oriented development guidelines.

Who else is using it?

Many jurisdictions are developing multi-modal assessment tools. Some of the best examples are: Redmond, WA; 
Fort Collins, CO; Boulder, CO; Seattle, WA, Portland, OR; Petaluma, CA; Los Angeles, CA; San Francisco, CA; Charlotte, 
NC; and Ventura, CA. Fehr & Peers has been involved in most of these efforts.
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